
To Support First Generation:
Please send a check or go online at 

http://www.performanceproject.org/donate.html.
Friends of First Generation have discovered 

“Network for Good”  at 
http://www1.networkforgood.org/

This allows you to make a regular monthly
donation! No amount is too small.
Everything helps us tremendously!

WE CAN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!
This is both an exciting and critical time for First Genera-
tion. As we are extended new honors and opportunities, such
as the chance to perform at the KO Festival, we also face
many challenges. At this moment we need your support
more than ever. 

We are asking for your assistance in raising $10,000 so that
First Generation can continue to create insightful, original
performances, and maintain creative spaces that nourish the
young artists in our community. Any amount no matter how
large or small will help us reach our goal!

First Generation ensemble says:
“I've loved working with everyone, hearing people’s
stories and seeing how they connect together.....”

"Ripple effect is something that brought each and
every one of us together and it’s something that every-
one can really relate to and something that’s gonna
move people.”

THE PERFORMANCE PROJECT 365 BAY STREET • SPRINGFIELD, MA 01109 • 413-374-4938 PERFORMANCEPROJECT.ORG

We are extremely proud to invite you to our next perfor-
mance of Ripple Effect, which will be featured in our
upcoming Annual Fundraising event. This year’s benefit
performance will be held at the Northampton Center for
the Arts on April 30th at 7 p.m. Join us in celebrating
another year of original, transcendent work from an ever-
growing group of young artists. The evening will also feature
musicians Jo Sallins, Julissa Lee Rodriguez and Irene
I-SHEA Shaikly, and include several surprise performances.

Ripple Effect
SO MUCH has been going on with First Generation! The
ensemble is at the height of performing our new show Ripple
Effect, with three amazing performances behind us at
Springfield Technical Community College, Springfield
College, and Hampshire College.

Ripple Effect is based on the personal narratives of the
ensemble members’ life stories. Through the use of poetry,
movement, monologue and storytelling, the ensemble shares
the strengths and struggles of their journeys, families and
communities. Ripple Effect spans four languages and three
continents. The ensemble transforms the stage into a meeting
point of their lives in the present day. In Ripple Effect, the
audience is transported from Springfield, MA to a U.S. army
base, through a refugee camp in Tanzania, to a Nepali
family’s struggle for recognition, and the groups’ fantasy
world and dreams for the future. The ensemble has phenom-
enal courage and wild energy in this performance piece. All
of them are enormously talented and have huge hearts!

Our goal is to continue to develop and improve Ripple Effect
in the coming months!

many voices, one movement

FIRST GENERATION
performing arts and youth leadership

 WE NEED YOUR HELP!

THANK YOU! Thank you to all our friends, families, and community supporters
for all your efforts in sustaining First Generation. We are immensely grateful for your
encouragement, talents, time and participation. A big thank you to the families of the
First Generation Ensemble for their support and understanding of all the long hours
spent in rehearsal!

First Generation is an intensive, arts and youth leadership program in Springfield, Massachusetts
that provides a platform for young people to have a public voice in their community, and beyond.

The Performance Project creates theater about oppression and liberation. Through our multi-generational collaborations we examine the effects of racism, economic oppression,
bigotry, and violence, and create compelling works of theater, movement, and spoken-word. Our performances engage audiences in dialogue about critical social and cultural issues.

First Generation ensemble says:
“Working on Ripple Effect has changed me
because I have a lot more confidence in myself
and I have a lot more faith in my writing and in
the fact that my story can change people and
touch different people’s lives.”

“The best moment for me of working on Ripple
Effect so far would be the connections I’ve made
and overcoming the different obstacles that the
group has had.” 

First Generation
at Ko! Festival
We are SO excited to
announce that First Gen-
eration has been invited to
further develop, and then
perform Ripple Effect at
the 20th anniversary of the
prestigious KO! Theater
Festival this summer. 

During July of 2011 First
Generation will be in residence at Ko and will have the privi-
lege of meeting world-renowned director Ping Chong. This
weeklong participation in the KO Festival is an opportunity
for First Generation ensemble members to further build
their performance skills, be immersed in an artistic commu-
nity, work with theater professionals. The week will culmi-
nate in three performances of Ripple Effect at the Festival. 

Since 1991 KO Theater Works has been fostering artistic
collaborations in performance, design and technology,
supporting community dialogue about social and personal
issues, and providing quality theater for the Pioneer Valley.
We are thrilled and honored by this invitation!

ANNOUNCING:
First Generation Study Group
Springfield College student Ashley Farra, and Smith College
students Katherine Fallon, Ashley Urrutia and Caroline
Arcos have taken the initiative to start an exciting new
academic mentoring program. Several First Generation
members are gaining one-on-one academic support from the
college students. They meet at the Springfield College
library twice a week for this new study group. Through this
mentoring, students are getting assistance with schoolwork,
study and organizational skills, and college applications. The
academic mentors are enjoying building relationships one-
on-one with First Gen youth and supporting them to exceed
in all aspects of their lives. Central to our mentoring work is
the belief that we hang in with our mentees offering constant
support through thick and thin!

- Katharine Fallon, First Generation intern (Smith College)
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This program is supported by the Springfield
Cultural Council and the Northampton Arts Council.
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 ANNUAL BENEFIT PERFORMANCE!

Another chance to
experience

Ripple Effect
at our

ANNUAL BENEFIT
PERFORMANCE

April 30th at 7 p.m. at
Northampton Center

for the Arts!

First Gen is Doing it Again! 
UBUNTU Mentoring the Next Generation
First Generation members are employed as 
Apprentice Teachers in our Ubuntu Summer Arts 
Program at Rebecca M. Johnson School where they 
are teaching and mentoring 3rd, 4th and 5th graders. 
Ubuntu was collaboratively developed by Dr. Edison 
Santana, James Arana and Julie Lichtenberg. This 
year’s teachers are: Janet Aalfs, Jonathan Delgado, 
Celia Hilson, Julissa Rodriguez and Kevin Sharpe.
“A person with Ubuntu is open and available to oth-
ers, affirming of others and does not feel threatened 
that others are able and good, for he or she has a 
proper self-assurance that comes from knowing that 
he or she belongs in a greater whole and is dimin-
ished when others are humiliated or diminished, 
when others are tortured or oppressed.” 
-Desmond Tutu

GRADUATIONS! GRADUATIONS! GRADUATIONS!
Congratulations Deepika Adhikari and Jamari Mamirakiza!transforms 

the 

KO Festival, in Amherst, MA,  is an annual summer festival that brings 
together performances selected from across the nation!
First Generation ensemble is in a one-week artistic residency on Amherst 
College campus at the festival and will be performing RIPPLE EFFECT 
three times.  

Holden Theatre, Amherst College, Amherst, MA
Email Ticket Reservations: info@kofest.com
Online ticket sales: http://www.kofest.com 
Box Office (Cash & Checks only): (413) 542-3750

RIPPLE EFFECT transports audiences from Springfield, MA to a U.S. 
army base, a refugee camp in Tanzania, and a Nepali family and their 
struggle for recognition. 
RIPPLE EFFECT spans four 
languages and three continents. 
The ensemble shares their 
journies, stories of family and 
communities, fantasy worlds, 
and dreams for the future.
 

RiPPLe eFFeCT
At KO FESTIVAL OF PERFORMANCE! July 29th-31st

JULY 2011

JULY 2011



Generaciones: Cuerpo, Mente, Alma 
y Cultura, a program of The Perfor-
mance Project is a group of teenage 
young ladies who live in the North End 
of Springfield, Massachusetts seeking 
to recognize Latina women activists 
who also are from the North End, and 
have come together to create a mural 
dedicated to them. Directed by Señora 
Julissa Rodriguez, who herself is a La-
tina activist, the group is working on 

the mural which is on three wooden panels at Chestnut 
Accelerated Middle School. For several months, the 
members of Generaciones have been interviewing North 
End women activists to collect information about what 
those activists have done in and for their community.
The members of Generaciones currently in the group 
are the following: Nsabimana Hawa, Linda, Letti, 
and Germarys, Julie Lichtenberg (the director’s as-
sistant) and, of course, Julissa Rodriguez, the director. 

GRADUATIONS! GRADUATIONS! GRADUATIONS!
Congratulations Deepika Adhikari and Jamari Mamirakiza!transforms 

the 

HIGHLIGHTS APRIL-JULY!

First Generation has been very busy! In the past months 
First Generation youth have:
• Re-worked Ripple Effect script
• Held a successful Benefit at Northampton Center for the Arts
• Taught a workshop at Brattleboro Union HS, Vermont
• Performed at the Pioneer Valley Performing Arts HS
• Participated in an Undoing Racism® workshop 
• Saw Pilobolus and Body Politics at UMASS

Generaciones: Cuerpo,   

Mente, Alma y Cultura    

Recovering from the Tornado

Thanks to all those 
who donated money, 
these families can be-
gin building their lives 
again.   We thank you 
all for your generosity, 

I give a piece of my heart 
and soul to you
Don’t take that for granted
My writing
My sanctuary
Where I dwell in silence
And my sense of self
I have faith that some day
My voice will be
 heard and recognized
My writing and my stories 
are going to reach out
And change lives
Possibly change the world
-   -Taja Wiggins

by: Nsabimana Hawa

Bossy Sprout is an exciting initiative conceived by 
inspired volunteer Tim Garrity. The Performance Proj-
ect is currently accepting donations of used computers, 
monitors, printers and accessories (4 yrs old max). Tim is 
refurbishing them for First Generation youth who don’t 
have a computer at home. Any extra donated computers will also 
be refurbished and sold, with 100% of the proceeds going to sup-
port the First Generation Youth Program. 
To donate and support First Generation youth please contact 
Tim at (617) 980-9620 or northwoodsco@gmail.com.

When two First Generation families had their home destroyed by 
the recent tornado in Springfield, we joined forces with Boston 
poet Charles Coe to put out a call for support. All money collected 
from June 2nd through July 15th was donated to their household. 
After almost a month of living in a FEMA shelter, the two fami-

lies finally moved 
into their new homes. 

BOSSY SPROUT!

THANK YOU! Thank you to all our friends, families, and community supporters for 
all your efforts. We are immensely grateful for your encouragement, talents, time and 
participation. Thanks to our FANTASTIC SUMMER INTERNS Toriana Jones, Gloria 
Jimenez and Alejandra Cuellar, and to Tim Garrity for his vision and generosity in begin-
ning Bossy Sprout and to Joanna Walker for brilliance in the office. As always, we thank 
Reza and Tiger Press for their continued support and partnership.


