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Gerumnesh Abebe Melessie

ph: 413-505-3241
ph: 413-788-0417 _ ‘
melessieg@gmail.com
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VICTOR MARTINEZ-DIAZ

| am currently a senior at Westfield State

University but originate from Boston, MA. I’'ve

always had a deep, underlying urge to confront

] the prejudices | encounter, or just simply right
‘&ﬁ%&%fi what | feel is wrong, In many situations I've
%g,% come to realize that we are always learning
something new about ourselves and the

environment around us. I’'ve always been an

athlete at heart; athletics had shaped my persona in significant
ways, and one could even say, it saved my life. In that sense, I've
always wanted to provide young adults with the same kind of
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mentorship and structure that helped me. Most recently I've
developed a passion for community activism, especially through
sports and exercise. | joined First Generation because | saw how
committed they were to those same kinds of values of community
activism and providing young adults with a structured and
productive environment. | am fairly new to First Generation but
getting to know these young adults I've noticed the leadership they
have within them and it makes me happy to see that contrary to
what mainstream media says, there are still youth out there that
have the potential to lead. | am honored to know everyone here!

JORDAN BREWER

| am an Academic Mentor at First Gen. | was born
ww/{and raised in Southern California and am
“—f—; currently a senior/4th year psychology major at

Ambherst College. This coming fall I'll be attending

either Columbia’s Graduate School of Social Work,

where | will be starting the Master of Social Work
program. Two of my main passions have been tennis and serving
others. I’ve played tennis since | was 7 years old and have learned
so many valuable life lessons from it, such as losing/winning
graciously, time management, motivation to always do better and
improve oneself, desire, dedication, and an overall excellent work
ethic. I've also had the opportunity to give back to my community
through volunteer and summer internship experiences. I’ve always
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enjoyed serving others, finding solutions for individuals’ problems
and bringing positivity into a negative situation. | decided to be a
tutor at First Gen because | wanted to use my Amherst education
and my plethora of life experiences to help others improve
academically and make futures even better. Being a part of First
Gen has been an amazing and heartwarming experience. It’s
definitely a place where supporting each other, being open-
minded, and developing dedication and commitment through
dance, self-expression, and academics thrive.

RENE "TACO" CRUZ

I'm Dominican, and from New York
City. I'm passionate about music and
helping people and communities
through music. | am currently
studying at Hampshire College and |

first_generation_newsletter_may_2014.html[7/24/2016 8:57:52 AM]



*IMC:SUBJECT|*

joined First Generation as a part of
my interest in this community which successfully brings together
people who have traveled many unique paths. Working with First
Generation is more than just learning about a community that gives
back, it is an opportunity for me to spend quality time with many
talented performers.

YOUR SUPPORT IS NEEDED !

We want to continue First Generation!
Please make a contribution so that we ca

create more performances and leadership opportunities
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